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I am happy to announce the Emerging Interdisciplinary Research (EIDR) Program of the OVPAA 
which was approved by the Board of Regents in its 1272

nd
 meeting on 25 August 2011 for 

~P80M/year for 5 years. Kindly find below the new guidelines for this program (Annex 1). It is a 
variation of the previous research program of the OVPAA. 
 
Two categories of grant proposals will be solicited: 1) interdisciplinary research (IDR) program 
proposals for ~P10M/year, and 2) single or dual project proposals for ~P2.0M/year, for a maximum of 
4 years (in 2 phases).  
 
The grants will be competitive with evaluation & ranking of proposals performed by external reviewers. 
Major evaluation criteria are: 1) innovation & intellectual merit, 2) significance & broad impacts,                 
3) investigator competence, 4) feasibility of completion in 4 years. 
 
The OVPAA ‘seed’ research funds are intended to:  

1) enable UP researchers to produce high quality publications and other academic output quickly 
& regularly;  

2) lay the groundwork to establish a research culture in UP (by having UP’s research experts 
mentor the present and future generations of UP researchers in the best practices of 
research);  

3)  promote interdisciplinary and intercampus research interactions & activities (oneUP);  
4) support the creation of ‘value’ networks from basic to applied research to produce discoveries 

& innovations that can be developed and packaged into useful & marketable products & 
services (involving integrated teams of researchers in the natural, engineering & computational 
sciences, as well as in business economics management & development; & arts, culture & 
lifestyle creators) that contribute to our growth and development as a UP community and as a 
nation.  

 
I strongly encourage all Chancellors & Vice-Chancellors to immediately organize & host multi- & 
interdisciplinary, as well as intercampus, meetings & discussions among their constituents, if you are 
interested to submit proposals & compete for funding support from the OVPAA.  The OVPAA will be 
happy to answer questions or address concerns at these meetings.  
 
There are other major initiatives & incentives being planned by the OVPAA that will complement & 
boost this research program.  
 
The call for proposals indicating research area priorities for the first cycle, the capsule concept 
application form & other forms will be available in the OVPAA website (ovpaa.up.edu.ph) on                     
15 October 2011.  
 
I encourage you to get together with your most trusted, innovative, creative, passionate, competent & 
productive research colleagues in UP & submit proposals  to the OVPAA!  
 
Thank you very much in advance for your interest & cooperation. 
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